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Open source communities evolve

[Fitzgerald, 2006]
[Lee, Kim, & Gupta, 2009]
[Méndez-Durón & García, 2009]
[Spaeth, Krogh, & He, 2015]



Open source is growing



Organizations engage with open 
source communities

Open Source Community

Organization

[Beecher, Capiluppi, & Boldyreff, 2009]
[Dahlander & Wallin, 2006]
[Germonprez & Levy, 2015]
[Kelty, 2013]



Open source foundations provide 
services and guidance

[Xie, 2008]
[Collaborative Projects, 2015]



Adjustments in the relationships occur

Open Source 
Community

Organization

Open Source 
Foundation



FOSSology was released open source 
and joined the Linux Foundation

2007 2015

[Linux Foundation, 2015]
http://www.fossology.org/



Research Questions

• RQ 1: How are health and sustainability factors used to determine 
which communities are supported by the Linux Foundation? 

• RQ 2: How do health and sustainability factors change as open 
source communities evolve?

• RQ 3: How are health and sustainability factors understood by 
different community stakeholders?



RQ 1: How are health and sustainability factors used to determine 
which communities are supported by the Linux Foundation? 



RQ 2 How do health and sustainability factors change as open 
source communities evolve?



RQ 3 How are health and sustainability factors understood by 
different community stakeholders?

Open Source 
Community

Organization

Open Source 
Foundation



Learning through participant 
observation

[Kozinets, 2015]
[van Maanen, 1988]
[Weick, 1989]
[Boyatzis, 1998]



Contributions

• Understanding communal health and 
sustainability throughout community evolution

• Linux Foundation can adjust its guidance of open 
source community evolution

• Communal preparation and mastery of challenges 
in open source community evolution
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